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Theodore Ted Bundy 
Bibliography 
[bookmark: _Hlk71734548][bookmark: _Hlk71736049]Pedneault, A. (2002). Ted Bundy on the “malignant being”: An analysis of the justificatory discourse of a serial killer. 
The research was conducted to investigate the ‘presence of neutralization techniques the case of the serial killer, Ted Bundy. Various methodology has been applied including, interviews, discourse analysis, to analyze the killer’s construction of his victims, his killing actions and investigate the likely causes of his behavior. Pedneault selected subjects and sources of information samples the existing information of interviews conducted by different reporters on Ted Bundy in which he had used the third person point allowing him to open up more. Another source of data used was the video of Ted Bundy which was recorded several hours prior to his execution in January 1989. The methods of data were most preferred because using them meant that the data collected would be mostly information obtained directly from Ted Bundy.
[bookmark: _Hlk71736075]Landsberg, M. (2019). A psychobiographical study of Theodore Robert Bundy: An object relations approach. 
This study conducted by Landsberg from Nelson Mandela university was conducted to investigate the events surrounding the actions of the serial killer, Theodore Ted Bundy by scrutinizing his life and personal development, and identify the psychological motivation behind the actions of Ted Bundy. The results obtained from the study indicated that Ted Bundy perceived other people only as objects hence did not hold good or bad quality. 
Robert, K (2005). The Riverman: Ted Bundy and I hunt for the Green River Killer. New York: Pocket Books.
The report from a documentary made by Robert in 2005 provides information about the crimes Ted Bundy committed. It indicates that Ted set out his first records of crimes as early as in his teenage years where he had a huge record in Juvenile but wee dismissed as he got to 18 years, the legal age.
Crimes committed by Ted Bundy
Ted Bundy lived in Washington as a teenager, where his passion to assault women and kill became obvious to himself. During one of his confession sessions, Bundy stated that he would loiter the streets of Washington and spy on women and look for discarded pornography tapes. As a teenager, Bundy committed multiple crime, explaining his extensive juvenile records which were later dismissed as he got to 18 years of age (Crime Museum, 2021). Ted Bundy conducted a successful first murder in the year 1974 in Washington. He first committed his murders in Washington but later moved his activities to Utah, Colorado, and Florida. Ted used a pretense of a man with a broken arm often having a sling on using disability to lure unsuspecting victims to his car where he later overpowered and killed them. he also used authority figure impersonation to earn the trust of unsuspecting women before he launched his attack. Ted Bundy has a specific patten in which he would launch his attacks once the victims got to his car. He often attacked them with a crowbar on the head to immobilize them, the drove them off. Ted sexually mutilated his dead victims and visited the dead bodies at their dumpsite and sometimes took the home to extend his sexual gratification (Crime Museum, 2021). The killer had sex with the corpses until they putrefied enough to make it impossible. 
In 1970 Bundy was arrested but little evidence was gathered, ropes, handcuffs and other nonsignificant items were obtained from his car. Ted was released but under very strict surveillance. He was later arrested in Colorado a year later and charged with kidnaping and assault of a victim. Ted escaped severally amidst his trial, first time being during his transfer from Utah to Colorado for a trial after which he was recaptured a week later. In 1977 Bundy escaped again and resumed his killing spree where he murdered approximately 6 women. he was the arrested on a non-related issue of traffic violation after which his trials resumed, convicting him to death by electric chair in January 1978. 
Background information of Ted Bundy
[bookmark: _Hlk71736404]	Theodore Robert Bundy was born on December 24th 1946 in Burlington, Vermont in USA. Ted lived with his mother and a step father, with whom he had a very strained relationship turning him in to a shy lad. According to reports, Ted spent a part of his early childhood also living with grandparents who were prone to constant outbursts related to both their mental instability (Robert 2005). Due to the fact that Ted was born to an unwed mother, there was strain in his upbringing as his mother lied to him of his parentage claiming she was his sister and a child to Ted’s grandparents. Ted had an unhappy childhood that was further made miserable by the fact that they were constantly moving and often had to change names and houses. His shyness exposed him to bullying in school making him turn to books, a factor that contributed to his extensively high intelligence. Intelligence and hard work paid off as he established links in politics and obtained favors with his collage. Ted also established several normal relationships with different women. Ted was very handsome, articulate and intelligent, a factor that added to his career growth as he worked with several politicians and spent sometimes with mentally disturbed children as a psychologist (Robert 2005).
Ted later got into a relationship with a very attractive woman, a factor that did not stop him from committing assault and rape on at least 36 different women in Colorado, Utah, Aspen and Seattle. Ted was arrested first time in 1970 but escaped. He was recaptured again and sentenced but he escaped prison several times. After his rearresting, Ted was the sentenced to a death penalty by electrocution before which he married in prison and gat a child before he was executed in January 1989.  
Theories Explaining Ted Bundy’s Behavior
Neutralization theory is a theory that aims to explain how a, offender, in this case Ted Bundy justifies his behavior and the impact therein (Lilly, Cullen & Ball, 2011). The theory is characterized by various components such as denial of responsibilities, a denial of injury, the denial of victims, condemnant’s condemnation and appeal to higher loyalties. Responsibility denial is characterized when the offender attributes his behavior to things that are beyond his scope or control such as accidents, mental instability, etc. Denial of injury occurs when statements like, nobody suffered, the girl was already dead so she could not feel anything, etc. Denial of victim on the other hand occurs when the offender attributes his actions to the victim’s behavior, such as the fact that an assault occurred because the victim had worn tight-fitting clothes was out at the wrong time, was too kind for he own good, etc. Condemnation of the condemnant’s occur when those prohibiting the behavior invoke greater arguments of superior morality for the offender and rules pertaining the behavior (Pedneault, A. (2002). Ted saw women as a representation of objects consumption, a factor that likely made it easier for him to commit the crimes by looking at the young women as just object. Ted discredited his victims as humans and saw them as mere objects, explaining why he preferred to use dead bodies for his own sexual gratification, as he did not identify with live women. Ted also denied the sexual aggression he put on his victims since, asked about the fact that his victims were all women he commented that his actions were not supposed to be linked to any hate or sexually related issues, a factor that denied gender to his victims. According to the information recorded in the interview by Michaud &Aynesworth in 1989, Ted denies the sexual assault issues by claiming that his sole purpose for the aggression was not gratification based. Ted, in his initial interviews that occurred between 1980 and 1981, he denied the cases, a clear indication of the denial of injury in the neutralization theory of criminal behavior. Bundy used the metaphor of being pocessed and went ahead to choose a journalist that subscribed to the Christian religion to interview him, as an evidence of denial of responsibility. The theory that does not explain Ted Bundy’s behavior is cultural transmission theory which is the theory of normative systems. Had Ted been operating in cultural transmission theory, it would mean that his behavior was influenced by the common cultural practice, which is not the case in the situation.
Conclusion 
Ted Bundy was a sadist serial killer who killed a minimum of 36 young women across Colorado, Utah, Seattle and Florida. In his interview shortly before his death by execution, Bundy is seen to have applied the theory of neutralization making it easier for him to carry out the killings and assault. Although it is impossible to determine the exact cause of his behavior, most pointers point to his childhood where he might have been exposed to victimization women, making him get a low opinion on the same. Lack of a good father figure early in his life is also a likely cause of his behavior where he lacked someone to show him the exact way why women and people in general required to be treated, causing him the need to mark out his own rules. The only way all the actions could have been prevented then was to have had a father figure early enough. Of importance to note is how the investigations and timely connections to the deaths identified in the carious states as a result of possible lack of coordination in the investigations between the various departments. Therefore, it is possible that timely identification of the murder pattern could have prevented some of the women from falling prey to Ted Bundy.
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